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BILLINGS, MONTANA

A.
MONTANA CODE ANNOTATED TITLE 2:  GOVERNMENT STRUCTURE

1. Revising the Law Concerning Minutes for Public Meetings
(Chapter 65; House Bill No. 120; McGillvray)
If an audio recording of a meeting is made and designated as official, the recording constitutes the official record of the meeting. If an official recording is made, a written record of the meeting must also be made and must include the information specified in subsection (2).   If the minutes are recorded and designated as the official record, a log or time stamp for each main agenda item is required for the purpose of providing assistance to the public in accessing that portion of the meeting.
2. Prohibiting a Resigning Member of a Board of County Commissioners from Participating in Filling the Vacancy To Be Created by Their Resignation.

(Chapter 266; Senate Bill No. 357; Hamlett)

If a member of the board of county commissioners has submitted the member's resignation as provided in 2-16-502 or if proceedings have begun to remove the member from office under 2-16-501, that member may not be considered to be a remaining member of the commission as provided in this section and may not participate in filling the vacancy to be created when the resignation becomes effective."
3. Requiring Notice of Proposed Agency Private Property Assessments to the Public and Interested Persons Through E-Mail and Postal Mailing Lists and a Website

(Chapter 286; Senate Bill No. 347; Lake)
After an impact assessment has been completed, and regardless of the findings in the assessment, the state agency that performed the impact assessment shall provide notice to the public and interested persons of its intent to engage in the proposed action. The notice must be provided through use of either electronic e-mail lists or postal mail lists to all persons who have elected to be notified and through the use of the state's official internet website used by all state agencies. The agency website link must allow access to specific information that would promote public awareness of proposed actions. The website must provide a summary of the impact assessment and a link to a source for the complete impact assessment.
B.
MONTANA CODE ANNOTATED TITLE 3:   JUDICIARY
1.
Allowing the Appointment of a Justice of the Peace for a Justice’s Court Not of Record, Any Attorney, or the Clerk of the Justice’s Court of Record To Act As a Judge Pro Tempore In a Justice’s Court of Record. 

(Chapter 172; House Bill No. 480; Menahan)
When a justice of the peace for a justice's court of record has been disqualified or is sick or unable to act, the justice shall call in another justice of the peace for a justice's court of record, another justice of the peace for a justice's court not of record, a municipal court judge, a retired justice of the peace for a justice's court of record, a retired municipal court judge, or an attorney, or the clerk of the justice's court of record to act as a judge pro tempore.  Except as provided in subsection (2)(b), the judge pro tempore has the same power and authority as the justice of the peace for the justice's court of record. A clerk of a justice's court of record acting as a judge pro tempore may not preside over a trial but may preside over an initial appearance. 
2.
Increasing Jurisdictional Limits For justices’ Courts, City Courts, And Small Claims Courts

The justices' courts have jurisdiction in actions arising on contract for the recovery of money only if the sum claimed does not exceed $7,000 $12,000, exclusive of court costs and attorney fees.  The small claims court has jurisdiction over all actions for the recovery of money or specific personal property when the amount claimed does not exceed $3,000 $7,000, exclusive of costs, and the defendant can be served within the county where the action is commenced.
3.
Requiring That Supreme Court Justices Be Elected And Appointed From Supreme Court Districts. (Chapter 203; Senate Bill 268; Balyeat)

The supreme court consists of a chief justice and six associate justices who are elected by the qualified electors of the state at large must be qualified electors of the district from which they are elected, with each member elected from a separate district of the state.  Each justice must be elected at the election next preceding the expiration of the term of office of the justice's predecessor and holds office for the term of 8 years from the first Monday of January succeeding the justice's election.  After the general election in 2016, the chief justice must be selected by the majority vote of the seven justices at the first meeting of the court in each year after a general election. 

C.
MONTANA CODE ANNOTATED TITLE 7:  LOCAL GOVERNMENT
1.
Eliminating County Classifications


(Chapter 128; House Bill No. 212; Ingraham)
The governing body of a third, fourth, fifth, sixth, or seventh class county having a taxable valuation of less than $30 million may, at its discretion, exempt employees of a county hospital, county rest home or nursing home, or hospital district from participation in group hospitalization, medical, health, including long-term disability, accident, or group life insurance contracts or plans provided pursuant to subsection (1)(a) or (1)(b). ) In any county of the seventh class having less than 2,000 population, there shall not be appointed any A deputy county officer or deputy designated by any a county officer of such county unless the appointment of such deputy, designating the term of service and compensation thereof, shall be first authorized by the board of county commissioners of such county may not be appointed in a county having a taxable valuation of less than $5 million and a population of less than 2,000 unless the appointment, term of service, and compensation is authorized by the board of county commissioners. The whole number of deputies allowed the county clerk must may not exceed: (1)  six in counties of the first and second classes having a taxable valuation of $30 million or more;     (2)  three in counties of the third class having a taxable valuation of $20 million or more and less than $30 million; (3)  two in counties of the fourth and fifth classes having a taxable valuation of $10 million or more and less than $20 million; (4)  one in counties of the sixth and seventh classes having a taxable valuation of less than $10 million.  In counties of the first and second class having a taxable valuation of $30 million or more, the county attorney may appoint one chief deputy and one deputy. In all other counties, the county attorney may appoint a chief deputy or a deputy only with the approval of the board of county commissioners.  In counties of the first class having a taxable valuation of $50 million or more, the board of county commissioners has the power, whenever in its judgment the ends of justice or the interest of the county require it, to may employ or authorize the county attorney to employ special counsel to assist in the prosecution of any criminal case pending in such the county or to represent said the county in any civil action in which such the county is a party. The whole number of deputies allowed the clerk of the district court may not exceed one chief deputy and up to: (1)  six deputies in counties of the first or second class having a taxable valuation of $30 million or more; four deputies in counties of the third or fourth class having a taxable valuation of $15 million or more and less than $30 million and having more than one district judge; two deputies in counties of the third or fourth class having a taxable valuation of $15 million or more and less than $30 million and having one district judge;  one deputy in counties of the fifth, sixth, or seventh class having a taxable valuation of less than $15 million.
2.
Generally Revising the Laws Relating to Water and Sewer Districts and Regional Water Authorities.  
(Chapter 13; House Bill No. 101; MacDonald)

The board of directors shall cause an audit of the financial records of the district to be made in compliance with the requirements of Title 2, chapter 7, part 5, at the expense of the district.  The general manager shall ensure that the district establishes and maintains a system of auditing and accounting that shows the financial condition of the district, draw or cause the secretary to draw warrants to pay demands made against the district that have been first approved by at least three members of the board and the general manager, and perform other duties that may be imposed by the board
3.
Revising Standards and Fees for Documents Submitted to County Clerks for Recording (Chapter 135; House Bill No. 338; Esp) --Revising the Exemption of an Acknowledgment by a Notary from the Standards for Documents to Be Recorded by County Clerks. (Chapter 45; Senate Bill 95; Shockley)
An acknowledgment by a notary is exempt from the color, typeface, and margin font requirements of this section. Page numbers, the name and mailing address of the person to whom the document is to be returned, and other administrative information or designations may appear in the margins.  If the notarial seal is made by impression of an embosser, the seal is exempt from the margin requirements of this section.  A document submitted for recording that conveys an interest in real property must have margins that are clear of all markings in the following dimensions: (i)  at least 3 inches at the top of the first page and at least 1 inch at the top of the second and any subsequent pages; (ii) at least 1 inch on the bottom of each page; (iii) at least 1/2 inch on the sides of each page The fee for recording a standard document that meets the dimension requirements $7 for each page or fraction of a page.  The fee for recording a document that does not meet the dimension requirements is $11 for each page or fraction of a page for the first five pages or fractions of the pages and $7 for each subsequent page $7 for each page or fraction of a page plus $10.
.  
4.
Providing That the Power of Initiative Does Not Extend to the Prioritization of the Enforcement of Any State Law By a Unit of Local Government.


(Chapter 161; House Bill No. 391; Berry)

5.
Revising Compensation for Rural Firefighters


(Chapter 168; House Bill No. 508; McNally) 
6.
Revising Qualifications of Firefighters


(Chapter 169; Senate Bill No. 222; Augare) 
(1)  shall not be more than 34 years of age at the time of original appointment; (2)  shall have passed a physical examination by a practicing physician duly authorized to practice in this state; and (3)  at the option of said city or town, shall be qualified voters of the city or town  (1) must be a citizen of the United States; (2) must be at least 18 years of age; (3) must be a high school graduate or have passed the general educational development test and have been issued an equivalency certificate by the superintendent of public instruction or by an appropriate issuing agency of another state or of the federal government; (4) must possess or be eligible for a valid Montana driver's license;  (5) shall pass a physical examination by a qualified physician, physician assistant, or advanced practice registered nurse, who is not the applicant's personal physician, physician assistant, or advanced practice registered nurse, appointed by the employing authority to determine if the applicant is free from any mental or physical condition that might adversely affect the applicant's performance of the duties of a firefighter;      (6) must be fingerprinted and a search must be made of the local, state, and national fingerprint files to disclose any criminal record; and (7) may not have been convicted of a crime for which the applicant could have been imprisoned in a federal or state penitentiary. (6) must be fingerprinted and a search must be made of the local, state, and national fingerprint files to disclose any criminal record; and (7) may not have been convicted of a crime for which the applicant could have been imprisoned in a federal or state penitentiary.
7.
Generally Revising Annexation Laws


(Chapter 186; House Bill No. 575; Hansen)

8.
Revising Laws Relating to Public Cemeteries.

(Chapter 198; Senate Bill No. 275; Zinke
The title to lands used as a public cemetery or graveyard, situated in or near to any city, or town, or village and used by the inhabitants thereof of the city or town as a burial-ground burial ground continuously without interruption for 5 years, is vested in the inhabitants of such the city, or town, or village.  When a portion of the cemetery grounds are determined to be unsuitable for the interment of bodies, the unsuitable grounds may be used for another public purpose upon the order of the board of county commissioners, city council, or other body having authority.
9.
Generally Revising Water and Sewer Laws (Chapter 214; House Bill No. 380; Blasdel)

10.
Generally Revising Weed Control Laws Chapter 244; House Bill No. 166; Esp)
The noxious weed management program must be based on a plan approved by the board and the commissioners. The commissioners shall appoint a district weed board subject to the provisions of 7-1-201 through 7-1-203. Upon a recommendation from the weed board, the commissioners may appoint a weed coordinator. The commissioners shall approve, approve with revisions, or reject a weed management plan submitted pursuant to 7-22-2121.  The board may call upon the county attorney for legal advice and services as it may require. In addition to any powers or duties established in the resolution creating a district weed board, the board may request legal advice and services from the county attorney. 
11.
Allowing Local Government Bonds to Be Sold at Public or Private Sale


(Chapter 253; House Bill No. 538; Peterson)

12.
Allowing Assessments of a Special District to Be Appealed To the Administrative Board of the District.


(Chapter 265; Senate Bill No. 288; Gillan)

13.
Requiring Recalculation of the Amount Assessable to Each Lot, Tract, Or Parcel in a Special Improvement District Or Rural Special Improvement District If the Number of Lots, Tracts, Or Parcels Increases


(Chapter 293; Senate Bill No. 1; Tutvedt)

14.
Revising The Conditions Under Which A Municipality May Provide Garbage And Solid Waste Services


(Chapter 301; Senate Bill No. 234; Sonju)

15.
Clarifying County Enforcement Related To A Person, Entity, Or Representative Of A Person Or Entity That Has Entered Into A fire Hazard Reduction Agreement


(Chapter 305; Senate Bill No. 340; Vincent) 
16.
Revising and Clarifying The Processes and Requirements Relating to the Control of Noxious Weeds (Chapter 320; House Bill No. 133; Salomon
If the board or the board's agent and the landowner or landowner's representative agree to an inspection, the board or its authorized the board's agent and the landowner or the landowner's representative shall inspect the land at an agreeable time,. The inspection must occur within 10 10 days of notification of the landowner after the agreed-upon inspection date. If within 10 days after notification sending a certified letter to the address listed on the tax records for the property or the agent of service the board is unable to gain cooperation of the person determine the owner of the property or the landowner objects to the inspection, the board or its authorized the board's agent may seek a court order to enter and inspect the land to determine if noxious weeds are present on the property. If a court issues an order approving a board's actions, the court retains jurisdiction over the matter: (a) until the actions specified in the weed management plan or court order are complete;  (b) for the length of time specified in the order; or (c) for 5 years if the order does not specify a time limit. The board may seek a court order to enter upon the person's landowner's land and institute appropriate noxious weed control measures. 
17.
Allowing Real Property To Be Moved From One County To Another For Reasons Of Public Safety   Chapter 347; Senate Bill No. 283; Essmann)
County boundaries may be altered for reasons of improving public safety.  The county attorney shall cooperate with and provide necessary services to the person who submitted the petition to ensure that an adequate and valid legal description is written for the proposed new county boundary. Public safety services" means law enforcement, firefighting, or emergency medical services. "Qualified petitioner" means an owner of real property in an area of a county that is proposed to become part of an adjoining county whose property may be reached more quickly by public safety services headquartered in the county seat of an adjoining county than by public safety services headquartered in the county seat of the county in which the owner's property is located.
18.
Requiring Notification of the County and Schools Regarding Various Provisions of an Urban Renewal District Within the Jurisdiction of a Municipality  (Chapter 376; House Bill No. 562; Arntzen)
19.
Requiring The Transportation Commission and Counties to Use Montana-Made Wooden Products in Certain Road and Bridge Construction Or Reconstruction Projects.  (Chapter 180; House Bill No. 187; Connell)

When the board of county commissioners authorizes a construction or reconstruction project on a county road, it shall require the use of Montana-made wooden guardrail posts, fenceposts, and signposts when appropriate and when the cost of wooden materials is less than or equal to the cost of other materials. 
D.
MONTANA CODE ANNOTATED TITLE 10: MILITARY AFFAIRS

1.
Increasing the Allowance to Be Paid By the County of Residence For the Interment and the Shipping and Raising of a Headstone for a Veteran



(Chapter 33; House Bill No. 156; Smith)
The board of commissioners of each county in this state shall designate a person in the county, preferably a veteran, as veterans' interment supervisor.   The veterans' interment supervisor shall cause to be decently interred the body or cremated remains of any veteran who was a resident of the state of Montana at the time of death.  The interment may not be made in a burial ground or cemetery or in a portion of a burial ground or cemetery used exclusively for the interment of pauper dead. A sum not to exceed $250 $500 to defer interment expenses must be paid by the veteran's county of residence.
E.
MONTANA CODE ANNOTATED TITLE 13:  ELECTIONS
1.
To Eliminate Local Registration and Disclosure Filing for State District and Statewide Candidates



(Chapter 6; House Bill No. 89; Ingraham)

Reports required by this chapter for candidates for a state district office, including but not limited to candidates for the legislature, the public service commission, or for a district court judge, and candidates for a state office filled by a statewide vote must be filed with the commissioner and do not have to be filed with the election administrator of a county. 
2. Generally Revising Laws Relating to Absentee Ballots and Mail Ballots

(Chapter 101; House Bill No. 99; Ingraham)

3. Clarifying that the Provision of Absentee Ballots for Subsequent Elections Based on Annual Verification of Addresses and is not Permanent.

(Chapter 111; House Bill No. 484; Squires)

4. Requiring Voter Registration Forms to be Standardized and to Provide An Option For Requesting to be Placed on the Absentee Ballot List to Receive Absentee Ballots for Subsequent Elections (Chapter 182; House Bill No. 330; Bennett)

5. Implementing A Uniform Faithful Presidential Electors Act

(Chapter 192; Senate Bill No. 194; Brenden)

6. Generally Revising the Laws Relating to Elections

(Chapter 242; House Bill No. 91; Ingraham)

7. Allowing Election Judges To Begin Preparing Absentee Ballots Before Election Day. (Chapter 331; House Bill No. 530; Washburn)
F.
MONTANA CODE ANNOTATED TITLE 15:  TAXATION
1.
Allowing a Board of County Commissioners to Appoint a County Tax Appeal Board With the Number of Members Over Three to Be Determined By the County.  Chapter 197; Senate Bill No. 248; Gillan)

The board of county commissioners of each county shall appoint a three-member county tax appeal board, with a minimum of three members and with the members to serve staggered terms of 3 years each. In counties that have appointed more than three members to the county tax appeal board, only three members shall hear each appeal. 
G.
MONTANA CODE ANNOTATED TITLE 19:  PUBLIC RETIREMENT
1.
Generally Revising the Laws Relating to the Public Retirement Systems Administered by the Public Employees’ Retirement Board

(Chapter 99; House Bill No. 70; Menahan)

2.
Revising the Pension Benefit Provided By the Volunteer Firefighters’ Compensation Act.  (Chapter 195; Senate Bill No. 223; Zinke)
3.
Revising Benefit and Funding Provisions of the Public Employees’ Retirement System.

(Chapter 369; House Bill No. 122; Malek)
H.
MONTANA CODE ANNOTATED TITLE 20:  EDUCATION
1.
Allowing Any School Board Trustee of Certain Districts to Preside Over the Board.


(Chapter 14; House Bill No. 204; Salomon)

2.
Requiring Local Educational Agencies to Provide Certain Student Record Information to the Montana Youth Challenge Program on a Semiannual Basis


(Chapter 15; House Bill No. 208; Welborn)

3.
Revising Certain Deadlines Relative to School and Local Government Financing Laws.


(Chapter 152; House Bill No. 123; McClafferty)

4.
Allowing Saturday School in K-12 Schools


(Chapter 193; Senate Bill No. 208; Erickson)

5.
Clarifying That the Residency of a Child Enrolled In School Who Is Residing With a Legal Guardian, Custodian, or Caretaker Relative Is The Residence Of the Legal Guardian, Custodian, or Caretaker Relative.


(Chapter 211; House Bill No. 288; Sands)

6.
Revising School Administration Laws


(Chapter 271; House Bill No. 327; McClafferty)

I.
MONTANA CODE ANNOTATED TITLE 23: PARKS & RECREATION
1.
Authorizing the Use Of Off Highway Vehicles On Designated Roads and Designated Trails Within State Parks and Fishing Access Sites.


(Chapter 191; Senate Bill No. 160; Vicent)
J.
MONTANA CODE ANNOTATED TITLE 25:  CIVIL PROCEDURE
1.
Authorizing a District Court to Dismiss a Civil Action for Lack of Prosecution After a Period of Time


(Chapter 17; House Bill No. 17; Shockley)
 In a district court action in which it appears on the face of the record that activity by filing of pleadings, order of court, or otherwise has not occurred for a period of 2 years and no stay has been issued or approved by the court, the court or, if the court does not act, the clerk of court shall serve notice of lack of prosecution to each party at the party's last-known address. If a pleading, order, or other activity does not occur within the 60-day period following the service of the notice and if a stay is not issued or approved during the 60-day period, the court shall, on its own motion and without further notice or hearing, dismiss the action without prejudice. 
K.
MONTANA CODE ANNOTATED TITLE 27: CIVIL LIABILITY
1.
Clarifying That Noises Resulting From Shooting Activities At Shooting Ranges May Not Be Considered To Be Public Nuisances 

(Chapter 299; Senate Bill No. 173; Tutvedt)
No An agricultural or farming operation, a place, an establishment, or a facility or any of its appurtenances or the operation thereof is or becomes of those things is not or does not become a public or private nuisance because of the its normal operation thereof as a result of changed residential or commercial conditions in or around its locality if the agricultural or farming operation, place, establishment, or facility has been in operation longer than the complaining resident has been in possession or commercial establishment has been in operation. Noises resulting from the shooting activities at a shooting range during established hours of operation are not considered a public nuisance.
L.
MONTANA CODE ANNOTATED TITLE 37:  PROFESSIONS AND OCCUPATIONS
1.
Providing for Recognition in Montana Law of the Right of a Member of the Armed Forces to Control the Disposition of the Member’s Remains By execution of a Department of Defense Form 93


(Chapter 158; House Bill No. 256; Wilmer)
M.
MONTANA CODE ANNOTATED TITLE 39:  LABOR
1.
Allowing Informal Service of Process in Board of Personnel Appeals Proceedings.



(Chapter 10; House Bill No. 57; Hiner)


2.
Generally Revising Labor Law  (Chapter 12; House Bill No. 84; Boland)


3.
Defining “Misconduct” with Respect to Unemployment Insurance Benefits.



(Chapter 98; Senate Bill No. 342; Buttrey)

4. Clarifying Employer Rights Related to Workers’ Compensation, Drug Testing, And Disciplinary Action Involving An Employee’s Medical Use of Marijuana.

(Chapter 315; House Bill No. 43; MacLaren)
N.
MONTANA CODE ANNOTATED TITLE 41:  MINORS
1.
Allowing DPHHS to locate, contact, and share information with extended family members upon placement of children in out-of-home care.



(Chapter 11; House Bill No. 74; Schmidt)


2.
Generally Revising Dependency and Neglect Laws



(Chapter 223; Senate Bill No. 304; Shockley)


3.
Requiring Parental Notification Prior To An Abortion For A Minor



(Chapter 307; House Bill No. 627; Bennett)


4.
Revising the Appointment Of Counsel In Child Abuse And Neglect Cases



(Chapter 343; Senate Bill No. 153; Jent)

O.
MONTANA CODE ANNOTATED TITLE 49: HUMAN RIGHTS
1.
Excluding an Independent Contractor from the Definition of Employee Under Human Rights Laws.  (Chapter 201; Senate Bill No. 290; Zinke)
P.
MONTANA CODE ANNOTATED TITLE 50:  HEALTH AND SAFETY
1.
Clarifying that smoking for the purposes of the Montana Clean Indoor Act includes the smoking of marijuana for medical use.


(Chapter 7; House Bill No. 19; Sands)

2.
Revising the Licensing and Registration Provisions For Retail Food Establishments


(Chapter 208; House Bill No. 191; Flynn)

The department and local health authorities may not adopt rules prohibiting the sale of baked goods and preserves by nonprofit organizations or by persons selling baked goods or preserves at farmer's markets or exclusively for a charitable community purpose.
3.
Providing That Small And Seasonal Establishments Such As Guest Ranches And Outfitting And Guide Facilities Are Subject To Voluntary Guidelines Addressing Basic Health Standards Rather Than Regulations


(Chapter 334; House Bill No. 559; Esp)
It is found that the welfare of the public welfare requires control and regulation of is benefited by regulation or voluntary guidelines for the operation of establishments providing lodging space accommodations and the control, inspection, and regulation of for persons providing accommodations in order to prevent or eliminate unsanitary and unhealthful conditions and practices, which conditions and practices may endanger public health. It is further found that the regulation of or application of voluntary guidelines to establishments providing lodging space accommodations is in the interest of social well-being and the health and safety of the state and all of its people. The legislature is also aware that most of these small and seasonal establishments such as guest ranches and outfitting and guide facilities have not been subject to department regulation. While voluntary guidance from the department on basic public health concerns may benefit these establishments, regulation is not warranted. “Guest ranch" means a facility that: (a) uses one or more permanent structures, one or more of which have running water, sewage disposal, and a kitchen; (b) furnishes sleeping accommodations on advance reservations for a minimum stay; (c) provides hunting, horseback riding, fishing, or a working cattle ranch experience to its guests; and (d) is a small establishment or a seasonal establishment.
4.
Adding the Definition of “Day Visitor” as a Category of Person Who Visits A Guest Ranch And May Be Served Food

(Chapter 357; House Bill No. 258; Edmunds)
"Day visitor" means a guest whose primary purpose on the guest ranch is to participate in recreational activities regularly provided by the guest ranch for a fee including but not limited to hunting, horseback riding, working cattle, hiking, biking, snowmobiling, or fishing, who may be served food incidental to the activity, and who does not stay overnight. The term does not include persons attending weddings, parties, large group functions, or other meals not related to the recreational activities described in subsection (2)(a) and who may not be served food unless the guest ranch or other entity serving the food has a license issued pursuant to 50-50-201.

Q.
MONTANA CODE ANNOTATED TITLE 61:  MOTOR VEHICLES
1.
Allowing a Local Authority to Set Reduced Speed Limits On Certain Unpaved Roads


(Chapter 205; House Bill No. 61; MacLaren)
If a local authority in its jurisdiction determines, on the basis of an engineering and traffic investigation, that the speed limit is greater or less than is reasonable and safe, the local authority may set a reasonable and safe limit but not to less than 35 miles an hour on a paved road or less than 25 miles an hour on an unpaved road. A speed limit set on an unpaved road must be the same for all types of motor vehicles that may be operated on the road.
2.
Allowing a Local Government to Authorize the Use of Golf Carts on Public Streets or Highways (Chapter 247; House Bill No. 277; Washburn)

A person may not operate a golf cart on a public street or highway open to the public unless the operation is specifically authorized by ordinance or regulation passed by the local governing body of the county, city, or town for a public street or highway under its jurisdiction. Golf cart" means a motor vehicle that is designed for use on a golf course to carry a person or persons and golf equipment and that has an average speed of less than 15 miles per hour. These provisions do not prevent local authorities with respect to sidewalks, streets, and highways under their jurisdiction and within the reasonable exercise of the police power from regulating the operation of golf carts on streets and highways. The one-time registration fee for golf carts authorized to operate on certain public streets and highways is $25. Upon receipt of the fee, the department shall issue the owner a decal, which must be displayed visibly on the golf cart. 
R.
MONTANA CODE ANNOTATED TITLE 69: PUBLIC UTILITIES
1.
Providing a Refund to Certain Customers Who Pay for the Extension of a Utility Line to a Residential Structure if Additional Customers Connect to the Extension.


(Chapter 248; House Bill No. 291; Sesso)
A small customer of an electric utility who pays for a portion of the construction of an extension to a residential structure or who advances money to the electric utility for a subsequent connection to that extension must receive a refund as provided in subsection (2) if an additional customer connects to the extension.  Each additional customer, prior to the initiation of electric service, shall advance to the electric utility an equal proportionate share of the total amount paid for the extension. The electric utility shall refund the advance on a pro rata basis to the small customer who paid for the initial extension or to the small customer who paid for a subsequent connection to that extension. A refund may not be issued after 10 years from the date the initial extension is established.
S.
MONTANA CODE ANNOTATED TITLE 70:  PROPERTY
1.
Eliminating the Requirements that Local Option Cluster Development and Open Space Regulations Mandate that Open Space in Cluster Developments Must Solely Be Preserved Through an Irrevocable Covenant.


(Chapter 137; House Bill No. 403; MacLaren)
Every covenant contained in a grant of an estate in real property that is made for the direct benefit of the property or some part of the property then in existence runs with the land and includes conservation easements and a dedication of open space.  If the governing body has adopted a growth policy, the governing body may adopt regulations to promote cluster development and preserve open space under this section.  Land protected as open space on a long-term basis must be identified on the final subdivision plat, and the plat must include a copy of or a recording reference to the irrevocable covenant prohibiting further subdivision, division, or development of the open space lots or parcels, as provided in Title 70, chapter 17, part 2. The regulations must require that open space be preserved through an irrevocable conservation easement, granted in perpetuity, as provided for in Title 76, chapter 6, prohibiting further division of the parcel.
T.
MONTANA CODE AN NOTATED TITLE 72:  FIDUCIARY RELATIONSHIPS


**
Allowing People Suffering From Mental Illness To Prepare A Mental Health Care Advance Directive During Periods Of Mental Capacity For Use During Periods of Mental Incapacity


(Chapter 329; House Bill No. 518; Hunter)
U.
MONTANA CODE ANNOTATED TITLE 75:  ENVIRONMENTAL
1.
Revising the Solid Waste Management Laws Related to Powers and Duties of Local Governments


(Chapter 196; Senate Bill No. 196; Buttrey)

2.
Allowing the Use Of Bottled Water For a Public Water System To Achieve Compliance With a Maximum Containment Level for Nitrate


(Chapter 213; House Bill No. 352; Osmundson)

V.
MONTANA CODE ANNOTATED TITLE 76:  LAND RESOURCES & USE
1.
Relieving the Department of Natural Resources and Conservation of the Power to Remove Obstructions in Floodways.


(Chapter 23; House Bill No. 76; Mehlhoff)

2.
Requiring that Proposed Drainfield Mixing Zones be Located Wholly Within the Subdivision Where the Drainfield is Located or On an Adjoining Right-Of-Way.

(Chapter 83; House Bill No. 28; McNutt)

DPHHS rules must provide for adequate evidence that a proposed drainfield mixing zone is located wholly within the boundaries of the proposed subdivision where the drainfield is located or that an easement has been obtained from the landowner to place the proposed drainfield mixing zone outside the boundaries of the proposed subdivision where the drainfield is located. A mixing zone may extend outside the boundaries of the proposed subdivision onto adjoining land that is dedicated for use as a right-of-way for roads, railroads, or utilities. This subsection (6)(i) does not apply to the exempted divisions provided for in 76-3-207 except those divisions created for a gift to a family member.  
3.
Allowing a Condominium Unit to be Counted Individually for Purposes of a Municipal Zoning Protest.  (Chapter 88; House Bill No. 181; Arntzen)
4.  
Revising Laws Regarding the Administration of Conservations Districts

(Chapter 162; House Bill No. 430; Loney)


5.
Generally Revising Laws Regarding the Local Regulation of Subdivisions



(Chapter 252; House Bill No. 522; Kary)

6.
Providing That a Governing Body May Not Deny a Proposed Subdivision Based Solely On A Certain Wildland-Urban Interface Designation



(Chapter 409; Senate Bill No. 298; Vincent)

W.
MONTANA CODE ANNOTATED TITLE 77:  STATE LANDS

1.
Extending the Time for Applying For a Historic Right-Of-Way on State Lands



(Chapter 325; House Bill No. 297; Berry)     

2011 to 2015
X.
MONTANA CODE ANNOTATED TITLE 85:  WATER USE
1.
Exempting From Permitting Ground Water Appropriations By Local Governmental Fire Agencies for Fire Protection.


(Chapter 97; Senate Bill No. 128; Lake)

Z.
MONTANA CODE ANNOTATED TITLE 87: FISH AND WILDLIFE

1.
Prohibiting the Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks From Regulating Domestic Livestock Trailing as a Commercial Activity



(Chapter 254; House Bill No. 541; Welborn)
WHEREAS, the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks (MDFWP) is considering whether to deem and classify domestic livestock trailing as a commercial use that is subject to licensing or permitting by the department, and an environmental review under the Montana Environmental Policy Act; and WHEREAS, the Legislature believes that domestic livestock trailing should be exempt; and, WHEREAS, domestic livestock trailing is a necessary component of ranching and farming in Montana; and WHEREAS, in order to sustain Montana's valuable farm and ranching economy and land bases associated with that economy, farmers and ranchers must be encouraged and have the right to engage in activities that allow them to remain in farming and ranching; and, WHEREAS, MDFWP's attempt to classify domestic livestock trailing as a commercial use and to subject trailing activities to environmental review interferes with the Legislature's directive under Article XII, section 1, of the Montana Constitution to enact laws that protect, enhance, and develop all agriculture; and, WHEREAS, the Legislature has a strong interest in protecting the health of Montana's agriculture MDPWF may not regulate or classify domestic livestock trailing as a commercial activity or commercial use that is subject to licensing, permitting, or fee requirements. For the purposes of this section, “domestic livestock" means domestic animals kept for farm and ranch purposes, including but not limited to horses, cattle, sheep, goats, and dogs and “domestic livestock trailing" means the entering upon and crossing of department lands and the use of the lands for forage by domestic livestock for a maximum of 96 consecutive hours."
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